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Night blooming waterlilies were a highlight of the 2018 IWGS Sym-
posium in San Angelo, TX, USA. Photo by Erin Porter. 
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Chenshan Waterlily Interna-
tional Symposium.
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year with a booth at the annual 
Lotus and Water Lily Festival at 
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens in 
Washington, DC.
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President’s Letter
Just back from our 2018 IWGS Symposium and exhilarated by this event! Our thanks go out to Marji & Keith 
Johnson, Anita & Rolf Nelson, our IWGS symposium committee, Ken Landon, curator of the International 
Waterlily Collection, and the city of San Angelo for all their Texas hospitality!

Much progress has been made in the last few years: Our Bylaws are updated to reflect the times. 
We have updated the requirements for IWGS Certified Collections and will soon be looking for gardens who 
wish to participate. We have also revived the IWGS Victoria Conservancy and will be offering seeds to IWGS 
members this November, to be delivered in time for the 2019 growing season.

The 2018 New Waterlily Competition is coming to a close. With photos uploaded into our Flickr account, judg-
ing is targeted for October, winners to be announced in our next Water Garden Journal. 

Since Longwood Gardens is under extensive renovation, we have temporarily moved our 2019 New Waterlily 
Competition to Naples Botanical Garden in Naples, FL, USA, where Board member Danny Cox will oversee 
the competition. Naples has graciously agreed to hold our competition for the next 4 years, after which the plan 
is to return to Longwood Gardens.

The IWGS Facebook Group, which began in 2015, has over 2,200 members, with 100 members having joined 
in just the past month. It represents what is currently trending, with interactive commentary and lots and lots of 
beautiful waterlily and lotus photos!

The new IWGS website is due to go on-line this month! It is designed to be the repository where resources are 
accumulated and where data is stored and managed.  Members will also be able to find history and updates for 
all of the above IWGS committees & activities and so much more on this new site! To have access,
renew your membership once the new website is live.

We continue to find new energetic candidates to join our Board of Directors. This year at our annual general 
meeting we elected James Bennett! Let me introduce him to you: James Bennett grew up surrounded by aquat-
ics at his family’s waterlily nursery and fish farm in Dorset, England. He studied computer science and worked 
in software development and website design. In 2001 he joined the family business, Bennetts Water Gardens, 
where he learned plant propagation, pond construction & lake management. He is the third generation of his 
family at Bennetts Water Gardens, now a successful tourist attraction, and works alongside his parents and wife. 
In 2012 he succeeded his grandfather, Norman Bennett, as custodian of the National Plant Collection of Nym-
phaea®, with the ongoing work to document, develop and preserve an accurate collection of hardy waterlilies.
James also serves on the committee of his local group Plant Heritage, a charitable plant society, whose mission 
is for the conservation of cultivated plants in Britain and Ireland.

France is our 2019 Symposium destination. Home of premier waterlily hybridizer Joseph Bory Latour-Marliac 
and impressionist painter Claude Monet, our Symposium Committee is planning a wonderful time for us. Save 
the Date! Tentatively planned to begin August 21, 2019, there will be a main symposium, with a post sympo-
sium in the French Riviera.

See you there!!

Susan Davis, 
IWGS President, 
we@watersedge.com

The IWGS thanks all who contribut-
ed to our auction! Our offerings were 
varied... fun, functional, all prices, 
beautiful art, and handiwork... AND 
we raised over $6,000!
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Home Gardening Corner
10 Tips for Fall Pond Care
A nip in the air, shorter days, and the shedding of 
multi-colored leaves from the trees signifies a chang-
ing of the seasonal guard. Gardeners across the 
northern hemisphere take precautions to protect their 
landscapes from the harsh reality of winter. Water 
features in the landscape require special consideration 
when putting your pond to bed for a long winter’s 
nap. Pond maintenance chores in the fall and winter 
vary depending on where you live, but there are some 
basic guidelines to help your aquatic plants and finned 
friends weather the chill of Mother Nature. Follow-
ing is a handy check list to help ensure a healthy pond 
come spring time.

1. Decaying leaves and foliage produce toxic gases 
that can harm your fish so you want to remove this 
debris before winter rolls into town. You don’t need 
to remove every single last leaf, but try to remove the 
majority.

2. If you put protective pond netting over your pond 
before the leaves started to fall, your job is easy. Care-
fully roll up the net and discard the leaves that were 
caught.

3. If you didn’t use a net over the surface of your 
pond, you’ll need to remove the build-up of leaves 
from the bottom of the pond. Use a long handled pond 
net to scoop them out. Check your skimmer basket and 
remove any leaves that are still caught inside.

4. Add cold water beneficial bacteria according to 
the manufacturer’s instructions. In most cases, once 
the temperature drops below 50 degrees. Use twice 
weekly for two weeks, and then once per week until 
the water starts to freeze.

5. Stop fertilizing your aquatic plants after the first 
frost or by leaf fall.

6. Trim back hardy marginal aquatic plants to 2" above 
the water to keep the dead foliage from drooping over 
into the pond.

7. Trim back waterlily leaves and stems to 2-3" above 
the base of the plant. This keeps dead foliage from 

decomposing in the pond.

8. If you left hardy waterlilies in their pot, make sure 
that the crowns will be below your local ice level and 
drop them to the deepest part of the pond if necessary. 
Do not bring them indoors as they need a period of 
dormancy.

9. Bring tropical waterlilies indoors if you want to 
over-winter them. Keep the pot in 50-degree water 
or take them out of the pot and store tubers in sand. 
Be advised, even trained horticulturists lose a lot of 
tropical waterlilies when storing them indoors, so you 
might simply want to treat them as annuals.

10. As temperatures drop nearer 50°F (10°C) reduce 
the feed amount to your fish and consider feeding 
“cold weather” type foods. Below 46-50°F (8-10°C) 
stop feeding koi and goldfish.They need to get ready 
to hibernate and you’ll want to avoid any metabolic 
complications. 

Article Sourcerticle Sourcert
Aquascape, St. Charles, IL, USA. www.aquascapeinc.com.
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Top Plant Pick
Dwarf Thalia ‘Blue Chip’
by Justin Titus

Name: Thalia dealbata ‘Blue Chip’

Common Name: Dwarf Hardy Water Canna

Height: foliage to 3' (90cm), flowers at 4' (1.2m)

Flowers: panicle of purple flowers held high above 
the foliage

Spread: 3'–5' (0.9-1.5m)

Sun: full to part

Zones: USDA 6–9

Type of Plant: Hardy aquatic marginal

Growing Conditions: water  2–14" (5-35cm) above 
the crown

Description: ‘Blue Chip’ is a dwarf version of the 
species plant Thalia dealbata. A vigorous growing 
marginal that when grown the right condition can 
produce up to 15 flower stalks in a 16" (40cm) pot 
per growing season. Flowers transition to attractive 
seed heads that persist until autumn. Propagation from 
vegetative division only as seed does not come true. 
Initially found as a chance seedling in 2007 at a home 
owners pond located in Douglas County, KS, USA. 
The plants were observed for many years before being 
introduced to the retail market in 2015.

About the Author
Justin Titus designs, installs and maintains water fea-
tures throughout the greater Kansas City area. He can 
be reached at justin@monetaquatics.com.



10. Re-introduction of the certified collections of 
Nymphaea and Nelumbo by IWGS members, and 
coming in a future release, a Plant Database.

It’s been a lengthy work in progress, beginning with 
the creation of a web team consisting of myself (Jean-
nie Suffern), James Bennett, John Sou, James Allison, 
Justin Titus, and Susan Davis. We spent three months 
familiarizing ourselves with and defining what the 
IWGS would need for its future growth in its ever so 
necessary web presence. 

After we had a working vision, we searched out rec-
ommended web developers and invited them to submit 
bids for our project. The successful bidder was the 
Zen Design Firm. The web team worked with Zen to 
develop templates for the various web page formats in 
April and while Zen began working on the develop-
ment of the new website, the IWGS board members 
were invited to review, update and create new content 
for the web. 

Finally, once the “development website” (the term 
used prior to launch) was delivered to the web team, 
we began the arduous task on inputting and updating 
the web content. As of now, it is almost complete. Our 
last task will be to finish the testing process, which we 
anticipate being completed by early October. 

The IWGS Board is excited about this new project, 
and we hope that you will be too.  

About the Author
Jeannie Suffern is co-owner of Aqualine Aquatic 
Plants & Waterfeatures in Sherwood Park, AB, Canada 
(www.aqualinewaterfeatures.com). She serves on the 
IWGS board of directors. She can be reached by email 
at Ponds@AqualineWaterFeatures.com. 
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Online Community
New IWGS.org Website
by Jeannie Suffern

The new IWGS Website is going live October 16, 
2018!  We are in the process of launching a new 
website for the International Waterlily and Water Gar-
dening Society. 

As discussed at our  annual general meeting in 2017, 
the new site is being created around the re-introduc-
tion of a paid membership category that will have the 
fullest access to all our web content. The website will 
contain additional and improved content and will be 
more functional as well as easier to navigate. Some of 
the new functionality being introduced is:
1. A paid membership for individuals, botanic gardens, 
and affiliated societies, as well as the existing levels 
for commercial members, giving access to the full 
online Water Garden Journal.
2. Online registration for membership, with electronic 
renewal reminders and helpful information for all wa-
ter gardeners, to encourage new members to sign up.
3. The option to purchase an annual subscription of a 
print version of the Water Garden Journal.
4. Access to the full online Water Garden Journal
archive, going back to the first published journal in 
1985. 
5. Access to the current Water Garden Journal online Water Garden Journal online Water Garden Journal
edition with knowledge and insights from the world’s 
foremost authorities on aquatic plants and water gar-
dens
6. The ability to electronically search the Water Gar-
den Journal archives.den Journal archives.den Journal
7. A digest of the IWGS Hall of Fame Members, with 
a summary of their achievements. (Who wouldn’t 
want to know more about the name behind the beauti-
ful ‘Betsy Sakata’ waterlily?)
 8. A compilation of water gardening articles, many 
of which are linked back to older issues of the Water 
Garden Journal. (There is such an incredible wealth of 
information in the journal archives. I know you will be 
as fascinated reading them as I was in scanning them 
and uploading them onto our new website.)
9. Symposia History — Information and images from 
previous symposiums. 
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Magnetic Drive Water Pumps have been designed to handle the needs of 
professionals and hobbyists alike for over 20 years with efficient, quiet and 
reliable performance.

Available from 250 to 3600 GPH; they feature a magnetically-driven impeller 
and an epoxy-encased power unit making sure your water will never get 
contaminated with harmful oils or chemicals.

When it comes to ponds... start with a Pondmaster® Pond-Mag® their 
performance is simply MAGnificent!

Islandia, N.Y. | 631.234.5261 | www.dannermfg.com

Simply MAGnificent
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Expert Corner
Pond Netting
by Mike Gannon

Q: What type of netting is best for a pond 5' by 10'? 
There are so many online at all different prices. I am 
so confused. Want to keep predators from eating all 
the fish this year. Help?

A: When it comes to netting questions, I got ya cov-
ered… I get tons of great questions coming every day 
from so many different type of pond keepers. But just 
about every type of pond keeper is going to use netting 
on their pond at some time or another for this reason 
or that reason. A decision on netting needs to take a 
few factors into consideration.

• Why are you netting your pond?
• How big is your pond?
• How long do you intend to have netting on your 
pond?
• What is your budget for a net?
• How are you installing the net?

Most pond netting inquiries come during the start 
of autumn when many pond keepers have to begin 
dealing with a sudden influx of leaves falling down. 
Another heavy round of netting inquiries come during 
late spring when Great Blue Herons are at their height 
of activity and preying on our koi and goldfish. Why 
you are netting your pond will effect the type of net-
ting you choose.

Leaf netting needs to be pretty heavy-duty stuff. We 
are using nets to literally capture large amounts of 
falling leaf and storm debris that can weigh quite a lot 
dry, even more wet, and even more wet and snowy. So 
we want a pond net that can handle that, sorry to say 
but light duty bird netting from the Big Box Store ain’t 
going to make it (I tried, I failed, don’t you fail too). 
Most leaf netting will have a diamond-shaped mesh 
weave with openings of various sizes as large as 1.25"
grading down until the weave is a tight mesh. In most 
cases you want a 3/4" mesh that will keep leaves out, 
but still let food in. 

Some pond keepers will need a finer mesh if contend-
ing with pine needles, acorns, and finer materials. As 

the mesh becomes finer, food will not pass through 
and some visibility will be lost into the pond as well. 
Most koi pond keepers and water gardeners will want 
netting that allows sunlight into the pond, try not to 
make your pond too dark. It is recommended to have 
netting that allows for a good amount of air circulation 
as well.

If you are netting your pond for protection from her-
ons and others birds, you can choose from any of the 
available leaf netting weights, because of their heavy 
duty nature, but your options also broadens to include 
the less expensive bird netting. Yes, even the cheap 
bird netting can work to deter a heron and other preda-
tory birds, but it will not deter leaves!

When installing your pond netting there are several 
methods that can be used. Some pond keepers make 
“tents and domes” out of PVC structures, or DIY pond 
frames; while other pond keepers simply stretch a net 
tight across the pond just above water level. Some 
pond keepers let their nets kind of sit in the water not 
very tightly stretched, but that should be avoided for 
many reasons including safety of the koi, goldfish, 
and numerous other critters living in and visiting our 
ponds. 

For pond keepers that have high bird activity, consider 
leaving a corner of the pond open for small birds to 
escape should they get under the net. If you are netting 
your pond strictly for predatory bird control a full net-
ting of the pond may not be necessary with some stra-
tegic net placement around the pond. Even an upright 
net barrier can work very well in keeping the big birds 
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out of the pond area and away from your backyard 24 
hour “sushi bar.”

Netting materials will range with choices in nylon, 
polyester, polypropylene. All of these materials can 
be found in a variety of pre-cut sizes, or purchased 
in bulk as a roll. Pond keepers want to choose from 
these strong materials that allow for some flexibility 
and give. Many of the heavy duty pond nets will have 
grommets built in for staking down, or stretching out 
of the net. The pond netting material chosen should be 
resistant to rotting and breaking down in water; this 
is especially important for long term netting. A heavy 
duty net will also last for many years if used and 
stored properly.

How much you want to pay for netting will absolutely 
effect the quality of the pond net you will choose 
from. Some pond nets are really cheap, you should ex-
pect cheap results from them, broken nets, and use for 
one season. The more expensive netting will perform 
with greater reliability, for a longer period of time. 
How much you want to invest will be directly propor-

tionate to what you want from your net.

No matter what reason you are netting your pond, one 
of the best options to consider is dealing with your 
local pond professional. Let your local pond pro guide 
you into the correct net to use as well as provide 
you with a professional installation for professional 
results. Most pond professionals will offer some sort 
of autumn or spring pond service and netting solu-
tions for pond. They will be well equipped and well 
practiced for pond netting installations. Contact your 
local pond pro!

About the Author
Mike Gannon is owner of Full Service Aquatics lo-
cated in Summit, NJ. Mike is an award-winning pond, 
water garden, and water feature builder. Mike is the 
creator of “The Pond Hunter” video series seen on 
Youtube and has made several television appearances 
on networks such as HGTV and the DIY Network. 
He also hosts the Pond Hunter Radio Broadcast. You 
can contact Mike at the LOVEYOURPOND blog at 
http://fullserviceaquatics.com.
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Symposium Wrap-up
San Angelo, Texas, USA
by Erin Porter

I’ve been in the retail water garden industry off and 
on for the past 20 plus years. I’ve seen it evolve from 
small concrete garden ponds with no filtration and 
limited pump choices to an endless plethora of prod-
ucts available today. I am also privileged to be related 
to one of those lucky few who were innovative enough 
to bring some of those products to the forefront.

With that being said, I only became department man-
ager of our 3,000-square-foot pond department 3½ 
years ago. For years, I dutifully ordered and tended to 
our water plants and learned everything I could from 
the Encyclopedia of Water Garden Plants by Greg 
and Sue Speichert, published in 2004. Until about 
three years ago that is all I had to go by.

Then one cold February, I went 100 miles west down 
the road to Shawnee, OK, to the Water Garden Expo 
and sat in on a talk given by Kelly Billings. Now, to 
fully appreciate this seminar, you first must understand 
that Kelly’s laptop had been stolen from her rental car 
and she basically gave her talk flying by the seat of 
her pants and pictures pulled from who knows where.

I was intrigued and started flooding Kelly with emails 
after I returned to work, asking questions about this 
and that and she was wonderful about answering every 
question I posed to her. It was about this time that I 
heard of IWGS and I think it was about a month be-
fore the 2016 Symposium in Mexico. A little too late 
to make plans.

The next year was out as well as I had a new crew at 
work and had to stay to oversee things. At last, 2018 
was to be my year to make it to San Angelo, TX.

I made the plans and counted down to the Symposium. 
It was decided I would follow up the trip with visits to 
Hill Country Water Gardens and Nelsons Water Gar-
dens as well, to get fresh ideas and learn even more.

I arrived at the hotel on Wednesday evening, August 
27th, and got checked in and the car unloaded. I had 
already met Deb and Susan from Water’s Edge, so I 
was comfortable starting the symposium knowing only 
those two.

But that didn’t last long. At the Welcome Party in the 
lovely visitors center, I was immediately greeted by 
other members who so thoughtfully introduced them-
selves and engaged me in conversation. That contin-
ued through the evening and the bus trip back to the 
hotel as well.

The second day at the convention center was filled 
with wonderful speakers whom I had much to learn 
from. It was a good thing that Oase’ gave us those 
notebooks, because I wrote a lot of stuff down. I also 
redesigned at least three of the water features at work 
in the back pages of it and planned out the new water 
garden at my new house, which I plan on buying in the 
spring of 2019. 

Being fairly ignorant of most of the terminology when 
the Latin names only were used, I also made a note to 
either start memorizing those names or have the cour-
age to speak up next year and ask for clarification. I 
think I will do the latter while I work on the former. 

But the most impressive thing to me that day was 
learning about Zijun Li and how, at only 23 years old, 
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and growing in containers on a rooftop in China, this 
young man has already patented nine hybrid lilies. 
What an inspiration!

The highlight, at least for me, was that evening. Get-
ting to visit the International Waterlily Collection in 
the early evening to see the day bloomers closing and 
the night bloomers as they were opening was spec-
tacular. And to have a private fireworks display was 
magical and very personal. It was wonderful to have 
such an intimate gathering worthy of a movie scene 
delivered just for our pleasure. For me it was enchant-
ing. I kept expecting Tinkerbell to fly over and tap her 
wand on a star.

The next morning was just as magical, seeing so many 
lilies in bloom in such a concentrated area was candy 
for the eyes. It was sensory overload and I enjoyed ev-
ery minute of it. The rest of the day was just as infor-
mative as the previous day and my brain was reeling 
from all the new information I obtained and am ex-
cited to start implementing them not only at work, but 
in my future pond at home. 

The Symposium has opened my eyes to a new and 
more natural way of water gardening and I can hardly 
wait to get started.

The evening banquet was filled with laughter and 
accolades as I got to witness two wonderful people 
inducted into the IWGS Hall of Fame. And the live 
auction was fun to partake in, even though I didn’t win 
anything.

Oh, and the food. There is no danger of anyone starv-

ing during the conference. The food was delicious and 
abundant.

I was so inspired by the symposium and the infectious 
enthusiasm everyone has for our industry that I even 
signed up for a committee to help with the 2019 Sym-
posium to France. 

J’attends des amis, de beaux jardins et du bon vin en 
France en 2019!

About the Author
Erin Porter is with Hardscape Materials, Inc. She can 
be reached at erin@hardscapematerials.com,



International Waterlily and Water Gardening Society
Water Garden Journal

P. 12
 Vol. 33, No. 3   

Event Report
2018 Lotus and Waterlily Festival, 
Washington, DC
by Kelly Billing

Each summer, Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens celebrates 
nature, culture, and community at the annual Lotus 
and Waterlily Festival. The two-day event features 
performances from cultures around the world. They 
have family fun days, arts and crafts, live music, 
dance, and, of course, the more than 40 ponds of abun-
dant waterlilies and lotus.

The IWGS was pleased to have an educational booth 
at the event manned by representative Kelly Billing. 
Two days were spent teaching visitors about the mag-
nificent plants that are the focus of the venue. 

Despite heavy rain on Saturday, July 21st, and more 
showers on Sunday, July 22nd, the event had many 
visitors willing to parade through the puddles to film 
and photograph the magic of lotus plants in the rain. 

The annual Lotus and Waterlily Festival is presented 
by the National Park Service. Kenilworth is a one-of-
a-kind destination within Anacostia Park. The aquatic 
gardens remain a hidden gem in Washington, DC, 
and are the last remaining tidal wetlands in the city. 
The gardens are home to the native American Lotus 
(Nelumbo lutea(Nelumbo lutea( ), an original species of lotus, and 
waterlily plants that were cultivated over 100 years 
ago by Civil War veteran W.B. Shaw and sold all over 
the world. Today, Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens is the 
only national park that cultivates and displays aquatic 
plants for thousands of visitors to enjoy throughout the 
year.

The gardens are rich with history and interest.

• 1880s ~ Walter Shaw, bought a small parcel of land 
here on the flats of the Anacostia River. An ice pond 
had been built in the edging wetland by a previous 
owner.
• 1875 ~ L. Helen Shaw born. The second child and 
only daughter of Walter Shaw, she would marry 
Marion Fowler, be widowed, and become the partner, 
then proprietor of the Shaw Gardens
• 1921 ~ Walter Shaw dies. The Shaw gardens was a 
commercial enterprise run by his widowed daughter, 

Helen Shaw Fowler, an avid promoter of water gar-
dens.
• 1912 ~ Dredging project begins on the Anacostia 
River, reaches the Shaw gardens in the 1930s. Mrs. 
Fowler receives notice of condemnation of land.
• 1930-1938 ~ Helen fought for the Shaw Gardens, 
and Congress authorized payment in 1938 of $15,000 
for 8 acres. The gardens, saved from being filled, were 
added to Anacostia Park.
• 1950s ~ Mr. Fred Lundy, a gardener for the National 
Park Service, learned about waterlilies from Helen 
Fowler who continued to live on the property for 15 
years until she died. Mr. Lundy continued the tradition 
of caring for the flowers.

Helen Fowler was not just the last private owner of the 
Aquatic Gardens, but a driving force in its commercial 
success and ultimate preservation.

Peak bloom season is the end of July and early Au-
gust, though visitors can find plenty to enjoy at any 
time of year. The ponds are rich with wildlife and the 
boardwalk over the wetlands offers a birds eye view of 
the tidal areas. 

For additional information and to keep an eye on their 
calendar for next year’s festival dates visit:
https://www.nps.gov/keaq/index.htm.

About the Author
Kelly Billing owns Water Becomes A Garden and 
serves on the IWGS Board of Directors. She can be 
reached at nelumbo22@gmail.com.
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Event Report
Shanghai Chenshan International 
Waterlily 2018 Symposium
by Shuting Yang and Daike Tian

2018 Shanghai Chenshan International Waterlily Sym-
posium, co-sponsored by China National Engineering 
Research Center for Floriculture, Lotus Branch of 
China Flower Association, and Shanghai Chenshan 
Botanical Garden (Shanghai Chenshan Plant Science 
Research Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences), was 
held successfully during the 18th and 19th of August, 
2018 in Shanghai Chenshan Botanical Garden. More 
than 140 delegates from about 60 organizations at 
home and abroad attended this symposium.

The opening ceremony was chaired by Dr. Yong-hong 
Hu, the executive director of Shanghai Chenshan Bo-
tanical Garden and vice-director of Shanghai Chen-
shan Plant Science Research Center, CAS. Mr. Yan 
Fang (the deputy director of Shanghai Landscaping & 
City Appearance Administrative Bureau), Prof. Long-
Qing Chen (the president of Lotus Branch of China 
Flower Association), and Mr. Justin Titus (the vice-
president of IWGS) were invited to deliver a speech 
at the opening ceremony of the symposium. With the 
theme of “Waterlily Germplasm and Innovation”, 
the sponsors invited 13 waterlily and lotus experts to 
give oral presentations, including Michael Swize (the 
former president of IWGS), James Allison (IWGS 

emeritus Board member), Sarada Krishman (the direc-
tor of Horticulture and Center for Global Initiatives at 
Denver Botanic Gardens), Prof. Liang-Sheng Wang 
(Institute of Botany, CAS) Prof. Tawan-ok Nopchai 
Chansilpa (the director of the Rajamangala Waterlily 
and Lotus Institute, Rajamangala University of Tech-
nology), and so on. 

The presentations mainly included research advances 
in worldwide waterlily germplasm and innovation. 
The attendees can learn, not only, the history of 
IWGS, the industry development of waterlily and lotus 
in China, but also advances in the germplasm collec-
tion, cultivation and breeding, as well as genomics and 
molecular research on waterlilies.

This symposium was one of the theme activities of 
2018 Shanghai Chenshan Waterlily Show, aiming to 
provide a good communication platform for research-
ers, producers, breeders, and fans of waterlilies, and 
further promote scientific research and industry devel-
opment related to waterlilies. 

After the symposium, the delegates visited the 2018 
Shanghai Chenshan Waterlily Show with more than 
300 waterlily cultivars under the guidance of Ms. Qin 
Ji (vice-director of Chenshan Botanical Garden) and 
other staff members and also visited the International 
Nelumbo Collection certified by IWGS under guid-
ance of Dr. Daike Tian (lotus registrar of the IWGS).
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Event Report
IWGS Visit to Chenshan Botanical 
Gardens in Shanghai, China
by Justin Titus, Mike Swize, and James Allison

Chenshan Botanical Gardens in Shanghai China 
hosted an International Waterlily Symposium on 
August 17-19th 2018. IWGS members James Allison, 
Mike Swize and I (Justin Titus) were asked to attend 
and give a short presentation pertaining to the theme 
“Germplasm and Innovation of Waterlily.” 

I flew into Dallas where Mike was waiting. We 
hopped on a plane to Shanghai and settled in for our 
15 hour flight. We arrived in Shanghai around 3:00PM
local time, a driver then took us on an one and a half 
hour drive from the airport to the Dazhong Interna-
tional Conference Hotel. We had time to check in and 
get freshened up before it was off to dinner. At dinner 
we met up with James Allison and a new face, Sarada 
Krishnan, Director of Horticulture at Denver Botanic 
Gardens (DBG.) Dr. HU Yong-hong, Executive Direc-
tor of Chenshan Botanical Garden, was our host that 
evening. He told us the short history of the gardens 
and imparted the vision and purpose moving forward. 
Their mission is to “conserve plants in Eastern China, 
discover sustainable ways of using them, and share 
knowledge and enthusiasm with the public.” The food 
was delicious and the warm welcoming made us feel 
at ease.

The next morning at 9:00AM Dr. HU chaired the open-
ing ceremonies. The opening address was given by 
Professor ZHANG Qi-xiang, Director of National En-
gineering Research Center for Floriculture. There was 
a welcome by Professor CHEN Long-qing, President 
of Lotus Branch of China Flower Association. A short 
speech from myself emphasizing our appreciation to 
be included in their event and a desire to collaborate, 
plus a welcome by Mr. FANG Yan, Deputy Director of 
Shanghai Landscaping & City Appearance Adminis-
trative Bureau. Then it was off for a group photo!

Mike Swize was the first presenter of the morning. He 
spoke about the “History of International Waterlily 
& Water Gardening Society New Waterlily Competi-
tion.” He examined the evolution of the contest from 
predominately hardy waterlilies to the new world of 
ISG’s.Following Mike was WANG Liang-sheng who 

detailed “Advances in the Study of Waterlily Petals 
Color.” Very technical work being done to determine 
the responsible compounds for petal color, with many 
dozens of pigments involved, especially focusing on 
blue and how these compounds might be tied to the 
genetic makeup of the plant. After a short tea break, 
Sarada Krishnan from DBG spoke about InterSubGe-
neric (ISG) hybrids. She detailed how these relatively 
new lilies perform in the unique climate of Denver, 
reporting back on the work carried out by Tamara 
Kilbane. Dr. CHEN Long-qing, discussed “Develop-
ment of China Lotus Association and Lotus Industry 
in China” noting the development of varieties for 
production of seeds, roots or flowers, and the popular-
ity of lotus displays for tourists. Li Shu-Juan spoke 
next. She is the hybridizer of Nymphaea ‘Tian Ci’ 
which won IWGS People Choice Award in the 2017 
New Waterlily Competition. Mrs. Li is one of those 
people with such a happy smile that you can’t wait to 
hear what she has to say. Her presentation about “The 
Research Progress in Waterlilies Breeding of China” 
noted the different flowering biology in the various 
sub-genera of Nymphaea, and how some colors could 
be recessive in F1 generations. The talk was made eas-
ier by the terrific real time translators. What sounded 
like two men would translate from English to Chinese 
or vice versa with only about a 3-5 second delay. We 
were all equipped with earpieces that made learn-
ing from the brilliant presenters so very easy. All the 
presenters were able to each lunch together in a nicely 
air conditioned room. We were served our meal in a 
box with a lid, under the lid was partitioned rectangles 
each holding different tasty bits of our meal. By this 
time I was getting a tad better with chop sticks, but the 
kind hosts still provided us with forks if we chose to 
use them.
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Session two started after lunch. This is when my 
nerves were starting to get to me because I was the 
first one up to speak about “Growing Waterlilies 
in Calcined Clay” and the advantages of using this 
lightweight, uniform media. While walking into the 
theater, rehearsing in my head how I wanted it to go, I 
was asked if I could answer a few questions. I agreed 
and a very nice young woman directed me from the 
theater back into the hall.  Much to my surprise there 
were three news cameras pointed at me and another 
young woman holding three microphones in front of 
me, each with their own identifying markers. They 
first asked me what we thought of the gardens and last 
about collaboration between the IWGS and Chenshan. 
Everything in between is a blur since I was not expect-
ing or ready for that experience, I hope that it went 
well! The nerves sped me up and I hurried though my 
presentation in about 20-25 minutes. Next was CHEN 
Yu-chu, Director of Hangzhou Tianjing Aquatic 
Botanical Garden, who was presenting “Research on 
Waterlily Germplasm Resources and Resource Innova-
tions” noting their work on collecting and conserving 
waterlilies and recent trials of mutagenesis. Based on 
this presentation it seemed to me that Mr. CHEN is 
very passionate about his work. Although clearly a se-
rious academic powerhouse he also displayed a great 
sense of humor by cracking a few jokes and show-
ing entertaining pictures. Next up was James Allison 
endowing us with his knowledge of “A Brief Introduc-
tion to the Hardy Waterlilies and the Early Attempts in 
Hybridisation.” I always enjoy watching James ex-
plain the finer points of our industry and this case was 
no exception. The biggest take away for me was the 
fact that without a market the value of a new hybrid 
is inconsequential. He touched on some of Marliac’s 

early struggles and how the market for waterlilies was 
developed from the Paris World Fair onward. Follow-
ing James was Professor ZHANG Liang-sheng, Fujian 
Agriculture and Forestry University, speaking on “The 
Genome of Nymphaea colorata Provides Insights into 
Waterlily Evolution.” Mr. ZHANG and his team have 
mapped the entire genome of N. colorata! He plans 
to do many more waterlilies and is very interested in 
collaboration with the IWGS. He noted that the stress-
-tolerant genes in Nymphaea have been helpful in 
them obtaining such a wide geographic spread. Speak-
ing fast and with a big smile on his face the whole 
time, there are not many people more excited about 
waterlilies than this guy! That rounded out Session 
Two and brought us to our next tea break in the hall 
showing poster displays of research projects.

Session Three was chaired by Mike Swize. First up 
was N. Nopchai Chansilpa, Director of the Rajaman-
gala Waterlily and Lotus Institute, speaking on “The 
Role of Nymphaea spp. in Waterlily Breeding Pro-
grams.” Nopchai was careful in his delivery, covering 
a wide range of hybrids, some his own, he did not over 
explain any slide and yet still gave all the pertinent 
information while allowing the viewer time to ogle 
the beautiful images. He noted how some ISGs took 
3-4 years growth for their characteristics to settle. It 
was exactly the kind of presentation one would want 
to give or receive.  Up next was Dr. CHEN Fei, Fu-
jian Agriculture and Forestry University, who spoke 
about “Molecular Research Advances of Waterlilies.” 
He examined waterlilies role as a basal angiosperm 
to help understand the evolution and development 
of flowers and angiosperms; the role of polyploidy; 
and those genes that control viviparity, and flower 
opening times. Primlarp Wasuwat Chukiatman spoke 
next about “Germplasm and Innovation of Waterlily 
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- 49 years of Pang U Bon.” Primlarp is Co-owner of 
Pang U Bon which is a waterlily growing and breed-
ing facility in Thailand. She has continued the work 
of her late father Dr. Slearmlarp Wasuwat, collecting 
and correctly identifying waterlily cultivars. Round-
ing out the presentations was TU Li, Senior Engineer 
and Deputy Minister of Horticultural Landscape, of 
Chenshan Botanical Garden. Ms. TU spoke about the 
preservation, selection and breeding of waterlilies, 
and the rapid development of their collections in the 
short time since Chenshan opened in 2010. There was 
a summary and closing remarks 
then around 6:30 p.m. we were 
off to dinner back at the hotel 
restaurant with our new friends.

Day two started off with a tour 
of Chenshan Botanical Garden. 
This is a big place (over 500 
acres) with lots of water plants 
to look at. Three impressive 
conservatories with different 
themes are a focal point of the 
gardens. One held orchids and 
carnivorous plants, another was 
full of succulents and desert 
dwellers and the third was primarily a palm house 
mixed with other tropicals and a lawn area in the mid-
dle. Outside of the structures is a massive garden with 
water everywhere. Chenshan was built on the site of 
an abandoned quarry. Half of the mountain / hill was 
quarried leaving a deep reservoir on the mined side. 
The other side was left to have water pumped up to 
the top becoming an impressively beautiful waterfall. 
A very interactive and interesting feature on display 
were a colorful series of tanks arranged at the entrance 
in the pattern of carriages of a steam train. The box-
like tanks were brim-full of water and water plants, 
with waterlilies being the main focus. So creative and 
effective to bring to eye level a plant that is frequently 
viewed at an elevation lower than your feet.

Our next adventure was a tour of Xin Tian Di in 
central Shanghai. The first stop was The Site of the 
First National Congress of the Chinese Communist 
Party Museum.  Located in a historic part of town that 
seemed to be geared to foot traffic and fine dining. A 
very nice part of town with a wide array of tourists. 
Later we spent some time shopping and drinking cof-
fee / tea while we waited for our dinner reservation. 

Afterwards we took a walking tour of The Bund which 
is along the Huangpu River. The colorfully lit sky-
scrapers across the river were reflecting on the water, 
it was a beautiful sight.  A very popular place for tour-
ists that was full of energy.

Day Three, Sarada, James, Mike and I along with our 
translators went on a tour of The Humble Administra-
tors Garden in historic Suzhou City. Our knowledge-
able host was Mr. Chen. He led us through the garden 
and explained in detail the various meanings and 
purposes for the design of the garden. When we left 

the classical Chinese garden 
we took a stroll through the 
adjacent neighborhood and 
did some shopping. We got a 
chance to see container gar-
dens of lotus belonging to local 
residents, buy some gifts for 
our loved ones back home and 
stop at a corner fruit market. 
Mike was looking for Mango-
steen, a fruit I had never tried 
but heard wonderful things 
about. Between Mike and Sara-
da they bought almost every 

Mangosteen at the market! We had them for breakfast 
the next day and they were wonderful.

Before Mike and I left for the airport the next day we 
had a few hours to continue the tour of Chenshan that 
we started two days before. Such a massive place, 
we could have easily spent two full days exploring. 
We had also requested, and were able to see the lotus 
collection of the botanical garden. The collection is 
curated and maintained by Daike Tian and his staff. It 
is hard to explain the depth of knowledge Daike has 
about lotus. Equally difficult is to explain the scale of 
this lotus collection. It is clean, organized and wildly 
beautiful. 

This is such a massive and beautiful place that Dr. HU 
Yong-hong and his team have developed for Shang-
hai and the world. I am sure it was a monumental 
effort getting it going and keeping it so stunning. I 
would like to also thank the enormous efforts of our 
translator ZHANG Yinghui (Amanda) and coordina-
tor FENG Jia (Anna). You are not likely to meet two 
people as patient, smart and good at their job as these 
two women.
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Event Report
The Second National Aquatic 
Plant Symposium 
by Amei

With the theme of industry-university-research de-
velopment and the protection of aquatic germplasm 
resources, and with the vision of promoting the con-
struction of beautiful China and ecological civiliza-
tion, the second national aquatic plant symposium was 
successfully held in Hangzhou, China on September 
27- 29, 2018. More than 140 experts, scholars, and 
enthusiasts from 21 provinces and autonomous regions 
attended the symposium, involving several industries 
such as resource collection and conservation, produc-
tion and sales, cultural tourism, import and export 
trade, water ecological restoration, and landscape ap-
plication.

It was presided over by Chen Yuchu, president of 
Hangzhou Aquatic Plant Society, vice president of 
Chinese Horticultural Society Aquatic Flower Branch. 
There were four parts of the symposium, which were 
respectively hosted by Xie Keqiang (Director of the 
White Lotus Institute), Tian Daike (International 
Lotus Registrar, Researcher of Shanghai Chenshan 
Botanical Garden), Wang Liangsheng (Researcher of 
Chinese Academy of Plant Research), and Liu Yiman 
(Researcher of National Aquatic Vegetable Germplasm 
Resources). 

Sixteen reports covered the collection and conserva-
tion of aquatic plant germplasm resources, germplasm 
innovation, ecological physiology, molecules, tis-
sue culture, application, and cultural tourism. These 
reports called for every participant working together to 
reach the consensus on the development of the aquatic 
plants and doing further exchanges and cooperation 
to promote the integration of aquatic plants. In view 
of the deteriorating aquatic ecological environment, 
the alliance for the protection of aquatic germplasm 
resources was established. We hope the alliance will 
strengthen the collection and conservation of germ-
plasm resources so as to ensure the orderly protection 
and sustainable utilization of aquatic plant germplasm 
resources in China.

There were salons in the evening, and the participants 
discussed heatedly on the standard establishment of 

aquatic plants, germplasm source promotion, intellec-
tual property protection, design and construction, and 
other topics. Participants visited the nursery of Tian-
jing Aquatic Botanical Garden in Hangzhou, watching 
the beautiful aquatic plants and specifically the gar-
dens of Waterlily, Lotus, and Victoria.
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From the Vaults
30 Year Ago: Vol 4, Number 1; 
March 1988
By David Curtright

At this time in our society’s history, Norman Bennet, 
was the president. As a nice echo from our past, Mr. 
Bennett’s grandson, James, has been invaluable in 
our recent effort to modernize our web presence. In 
his President’s Message column, the elder Mr. Ben-
nett spoke of the return of spring, and of the need for 
people to submit their registrations for the Symposium 
in Harrogate before May 1. He made a point of talking 
about two people who were to attend the Symposium, 
and of how far they had to travel to get there. They 
were Lawrence and Norma Gedye, from Melbourne, 
and they were coming for the second year in a row, 
having been to Denver the year before. This time, 
they had to travel 12,000 miles. This made me smile 
because I had the great pleasure to meet the Gedyes 
when Walter Pagels and I traveled to Australia in 
2004. They put us up in a guest house on their prop-
erty, and we shared some of our most pleasurable time 
in Australia with them. I will never forget their gener-
ous hospitality. Lawrence spoke of these trips with 
Walter Pagels then, and told me, “Always travel first-
class. It’s well worth the money on long trips.” Mr. 
Bennett spoke of his having acquired a specimen of 
N. ‘Norma Gedye’ from them a few years previously, 
and of how much he looked forward to its return each 
year. 
   It would seem as though there was, at that time, an 
effort to identify all of the currently extant cultivars 
of Nymphaea, and to get them registered. He encour-
aged people to get a form from the Secretary (Charles 
Thomas) to register their waterlilies as soon as pos-
sible. He encouraged amateurs by telling them to 
not be intimidated by technical botanical terms (the 
Society provided a glossary), and that they were doing 
pioneering work that needed to be done. He told them 
that they would probably be better able to do the work 
than many professionals because they had more time 
to be more intimate with the plants. He made a point 
of saying that the work should have started with Mar-
liac, “over 100 years ago”
  Mr. Bennett closed by saying how he understood 

the huge effort that would be made by Symposium 
attendees get to it, but that he was sure that so much 
would be seen that it was simply not to be missed, and 
that there might never again be such an opportunity. 
Prophetic words, indeed. 
  His letter is followed by an article by Jim Pigtain, in 
which he describes the varieties of waterlilies that he 
had had the greatest success with. Not surprisingly, 
they are N. ‘Alice Tricker’, N. ‘Albert Greenberg’, N. 
‘Enchantment’, N. ‘Evelyn Randig’, and N. ‘Dauben’. 
He spoke about how he grew them, and how he over-
wintered them in buckets in warm, brightly lit areas. 
He described his feeding methods, and listed other va-
rieties that people might also enjoy. He also mentioned 
N. ‘Green Smoke’ as one to avoid. 
   At the end of the article, editor Steven Davis, men-
tioned that the author of the article was only 14 years 
old, and that he might be an inspiration to us all. I 
wonder where Mr. Pigtain is today.
  His article is followed by one from Kirk Strawn 
about hybridizing hardy Nymphaea. He begins by tell-
ing us that it is a myth that only Marliac could hybrid-
ize waterlilies. He says that members of other plant 
societies do it all of the time, and that when we got 
serious about it, our hybrids would increase in quality. 
He said what we have heard from our modern hybrid-
izers, which is to have something in mind when you 
plan which varieties to cross. He goes on to describe 
the method that he used, and which varieties he had 
found to be good as sources of pollen or as seed par-
ents. He speaks about how and when to emasculate 
flowers, how to move pollen, and what to do with the 
pollinated flower. He goes on to talk about sowing 
seeds in dish pans, and how to do that, as well as how 
to control algae among the seedlings. He wrote that 
Charles Winch, of New South Wales, AU, used methy-
lene blue to control algae. He mentions that the litera-
ture said that it might take hardy seeds 2 or 3 years to 
germinate, and says that Marliac was either extremely 
patient, or that he had a way to make seed germinate 
more quickly than that. He speculates that some of 
Marliac’s success might have been due to his having 
nearly 800 ponds at his disposal.
   Dr. Strawn’s article was written and published in 
the Journals as a follow-up to a presentation that he 
had given in Denver at the previous year’s Sympo-
sium. His expressed purpose was to de-mystify the 
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matter of hybridizing waterlilies, and to give some 
practical advice on how to do it, all part of an effort 
to encourage members to try their hand at producing 
new cultivars, a point that he pressed. I think that he 
might be pleased to see what is being produced today. 
He speaks of his plan for the coming year, which was 
to try germinating hardy Nymphaea seeds in mud, 
just out of the water, perhaps under a plastic tent. He 
closes with a list of varieties, and their relative value 
as plants to be hybridized. 
  Following Dr. Strawn’s excellent article is an article 
from Barbara Guarino, in which she discusses aquatic 
garden design. I have a shelf full of books (actually, 
three of them full of books) about this topic, and I 
have resisted the urge to write one of my own because 
of the fear of being inevitably redundant, but in this ar-
ticle she begins by pointing to a paucity of information 
regarding the aesthetic points of garden design, what 
she calls, “the essential art of aquatic plant design,” 
that must be taken into account, and offers her own 
answers to questions that she had encountered as she 
worked in her own gardens.
  Her 13 points include:
1. “Use a style that is in keeping with other elements 
in your landscape.” Her simple point; put a freely-
formed pond in a naturalistic setting, and a formal one 
in a more regimented garden.
2. “Leave the view open.” In this section, she tells us 
what should be instinctive among us, that being to put 
taller plants in the back of the setting, and shorter ones 
up front. 
3. “Aim for an uncrowded appearance.” She tells us 
here to leave about 30% of the pond surface open, 
and that it is wise to make sure that the plants selected 
won’t want to get bigger than the pond. This is in 
keeping with what I have always told my clients; that 
it is better to have a well-developed dwarf plant in a 
small area than a stunted specimen of a large-growing 
variety.
4. “Avoid lining plants up on a shelf.” In keeping with 
the uncrowded appearance theme, here she encourages 
us to provide shelving that allows us to cluster plant-
ings, and to leave open areas in between for aesthetic 
relief. 
5. “Echo colors, textures, and forms”. Here we learn 
that it is advisable to pay attention to the pallet in the 
terrestrial garden and to keep the pond in accordance 

with that theme.
6. “Contrast colors, textures, and forms.” In an appar-
ent diversion from the idea of matching colors and 
forms, here we are told that it is often a good idea to 
place a large, contrasting specimen to accent an oth-
erwise unassuming area, using it to draw attention to 
itself and, I would think, perhaps, to a broader view of 
the entire landscape.
7. “Repeat plants in masses.” This is something that I 
do in all of my plantings. Clusters of variously-colored 
Pickerels, or Irises, or mass plantings of a single va-
riety of either, can make a splash of color that pleases 
everybody. She makes the point that it is more in 
keeping with the natural order, which she expresses by 
saying, “few varieties in repeated masses.” 
8. “Compliment terrestrial plantings with your aquatic 
plantings.” Well, here she’s just repeating herself. In 
one paragraph she says that if the surrounding plant-
ings exhibit a wide variety of colors and textures, 
then we should keep the pond simple so that we don’t 
overwhelm the viewer. So, complicated surroundings, 
simple pond. The next paragraph tells us that when 
the surrounding plantings exhibit massed plantings of 
uniform colors, you can make the pond as multi-hued 
as you wish to provide a focal point of dazzling color 
in an otherwise monochromatic surround. Simple sur-
roundings, complicated pond. We might have gathered 
either of these points from what we have already read. 
9. “Aim for seasonal variation.” An excellent point. 
My slogan has always been that I will keep the pond 
as good looking as the season will allow, and I do 
regular seasonal plant exchanges to make that happen. 
I don’t ever want one of my clients to become bored 
with their pond. For me, winter is a season for Haw-
thorns, Irises, Callas, Parrot’s Feather, Water Cress, 
and Mimulus guttatus. In late winter to mid-spring, 
I replace them with Sagittaria, Typha, and Pickerels, 
among others for the summer show. Keep it interest-
ing, and they’ll keep you on the payroll. From a purely 
ecological point of view, this notion of having actively 
growing plants in the pond at all times is also good 
pond maintenance. Keep it clean, and they keep you 
on the payroll.
10. “Plan the landscaping around the pond deliberate-
ly, to create harmonious plant combinations.” Here she 
says that we would do well to have an idea of when 
plants in both the landscape and the pond go into and 
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out of dormancy to help one more easily compliment 
the other through the seasons.
11. “Keep maintenance in mind.” I have always said, 
in the context of pond equipment, that nothing is any 
better than it is easy to maintain, but the principle can 
also apply to the plantings. I used to plant waterlilies 
in containers as large as 10 gallons, but I am older 
now, and I hope wiser, but certainly more sensitive to 
heavy lifting, so I limit myself to 5-gallon containers. 
If I want more, I plant them in clusters. The 10-gal-
lon pots are just too heavy to lift out of the water by 
one, not-so-young guy. She makes the point that there 
should be easy access to the plants for fertilizing, etc. 
12. “Locate aquatic plants away from moving water.” 
She makes the very good point that waterlilies do not 
appreciate moving water, as a rule, and that many 
plants might be damaged by moving water. This is 
true, but with the proviso that a lot of plants can be 
placed in streams, or bog areas through which water 
flows at an acceptable rate to help with the filtration of 
the water. I have always encouraged people to put fil-
tered water through their bog areas or planting shelves 
to allow the plants a chance at the nitrates coming out 
of the filter. Doing this both feeds the desirable plants, 
and starves algae. 
13. “Don’t forget the submerged plants.”  Here we 
get a formula for how many bunches of oxygenating 
plants we should include according to the size of the 
pond. Nothing new here.
   Ms Guarino’s article is well thought out, brief, and 
informative. It is a good distillation of part of what is 
said in the thousands of pages of books to my right as 
I sit here at my desk, and while there is much more to 
be derived from reading the entire book, as Ms Gua-
rino points out in her opening paragraph, much of it 
comes down to our individual aesthetic sense in the 
final analysis. By applying that to some easily fol-
lowed practical rules, a person might have the water 
garden of their dreams with only as much trouble as 
they see fit.
   After her article, Dr. Strawn comes back to describe 
the response of N. ‘Pink Sensation’ to pollen from sev-
eral other varieties, with charts and discussion. Well 
worth the read. 
   The last article in this interesting issue of the Journal 
was reprinted by permission from Horticulture Science 
magazine. It is entitled, “Photoperiodic Control of 

Growth in Water Lilies (sic)”, and was written by Drs. 
John W. Kelly, and John J. Frett. In it, Drs. Kelly and 
Frett experimented with N. ‘Gladstone’, with the goal 
of seeing if extending the light period, or interrupting 
the dark period of each day, would bring young Nym-
phaea into marketable condition sooner than relying 
on natural photocycles to do the job. They got much 
of their early data concerning the waterlily indus-
try and growth habits from none other than our own 
Rolf Nelson, then of Lilypons, Brookshire, TX. They 
probably got their plant material from him, too. They 
determined that waterlilies grow when there is more 
than 12 hours of light per day, and that it has more to 
do with that than with temperature, they having kept 
the plants at 23°C. They concluded that Nymphaea can 
be induced to grow by artificially manipulating their 
photoperiod, and that that might prove to be beneficial 
to the industry by making plants available earlier in 
the season, but also by enabling producers to gener-
ate more plants, which would allow them to lower the 
price of plants to the market, thereby increasing the 
popularity of water gardening. I would recommend 
the article as a well described experiment with a goal 
of improving a still nascent industry that has since 
become more than any of those fellows might have 
thought probable. 
   And then we get to the description of what became 
quite a Symposium. I was not there, although I was a 
member of the Society then, but I have heard a com-
bination of stories of high delight and various horrors 
that occurred on that trip in the summer of 1988, and I 
have regretted not having been a part of it. I’ll leave it 
to you, dear reader, to investigate it on your own, but I 
would encourage you to read the synopsis given in this 
issue of the Journal to see if you would not have gone 
on this trip given the opportunity. In the beginning of 
the issue, Norman Bennett correctly said that it was an 
opportunity not to be repeated any time soon. And so 
it was.

About the Author
David Curtright owns Freshwater Flora & Fauna, Inc., 
Escondido, San Diego County, CA, USA. Web site: 
http://pond-plants.com. Email: DC@pondplants.com.
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Industry News
OASE; 2019 Water Garden Expo
• OASE Living Water continues its strategy for growth 
and is pleased to announce the acquisition of US-
based Atlantic Water Gardens, a leading supplier of 
innovative outdoor water feature products and sys-
tems to the North American market. Headquartered in 
Germany, OASE is the global market leader in water 
gardening products, designed for the creation of tran-
quil, inviting outdoor oases. 

“We have been collaborating with European land-
scapers for years and see an opportunity to build on 
this experience with professional contractors in the 
North American market,” said Thorsten Muck, CEO 
of OASE. “We are excited about this expansion as 
it gives us the opportunity to work with the highly 
respected and talented team at Atlantic. Their product 
range and expertise will enhance our ability to serve 
an even broader range of customers world-wide.” 

Atlantic Water Gardens has a 30-year history of sup-
plying professional grade water feature products to 
landscape contractors through distribution channels 
in the US, Canada and Mexico. As part of the OASE 
Group, Atlantic will gain access to the worldwide 
landscape construction market. Atlantic is the perfect 
fit to OASE’s product portfolio and will enhance the 
range of products OASE sold worldwide. 

“Joining forces with OASE will provide excellent 
channels to deliver our state-of-the-art water features 
to landscapers beyond North America. What’s more, 
OASE’s wide range of premium water gardening 
equipment is highly complementary to Atlantic’s sys-
tems and projects,” said Jeff Weemhoff, President of 
Atlantic Water Gardens. “We look forward to provid-
ing OASE’s cutting edge, German-engineered technol-
ogy to our clientele. Together, we will create the most 
innovative and comprehensive water gardening busi-
ness in North America.” Weemhoff added, “Whether 
the beginning hobbyist or the professional landscap-
er—by reaching out to a more diverse base of water 
garden enthusiasts, our goal is to transform and inspire 
the North American water gardening industry.” 

Learn more in the Press section at www.oase-living-
water.com 

• Pondliner Wholesale’s 2019 Water Garden Expo will 
be held Feb. 19–22 at the Heart of Oklahoma Exposi-
tion Center in Shawnee, OK, USA.

Kevin Dougherty, a 31-year veteran of the construc-
tion industry, headlines the show this year. He has 
served as sales manager, project manager, operations 
manager and corporate trainer for a multimillion-dol-
lar specialty-services contractor. Dougherty has also 
been a frequent speaker for many trade associations 
across multiple industries. His professional and edu-
cational experience enables him to relate to today’s 
problems and provide tangible solutions in an easy-to-
listen style. Dougherty’s client base ranges from fam-
ily-owned businesses to corporate conglomerates.

Tuesday and Wednesday (Feb. 19 and 20) will feature 
hands-on construction at the Pond Pro Shop with a 
large-scale pond and stream build led by Jason Lenox 
of Ponds Inc. of Illinois and the Living the Pond Life 
team. This project will showcase innovative design 
and construction methods that will be beneficial for 
professionals at any experience level.

The presentation of POND Trade magazine’s 2018 
Water Artisans of the Year will kick off Thursday 
morning, with 24 seminars following over the next 
two days. Three educational tracks will provide learn-
ing opportunities for all knowledge levels. Attendees 
can also visit with more than 25 manufacturers at the 
trade show and network with peers from across the 
country.

The Water Garden Expo is open to trade profession-
als only. Visit WGExpo.com or call 866/219-3561 to 
register or learn more.

• Kasco is pleased to announce the addition of Paul 
Amos to their sales team. In his sales position, Paul 
will work to create opportunities and grow existing 
relationships.

Paul’s product knowledge as well familiarity with 
the industries Kasco serves will make the transition 
to the team virtually seamless. Paul will be working 
remotely from his home office outside of Houston, 
TX and can be reached at paul.a@kascomarine.com or 
715/262-2338 (office) or 713/825-1432 (cell).
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Symposium Preview
IWGS in France 2019
by Nick Long

With the 2018 symposium upon us, it is time to gently 
lift the veil from the upcoming 2019 symposium...

As some of you may know, the host country has been 
selected a while ago already, and it will be France!
When one considers France from a water gardening 
perspective, many things may come to mind, but I’m 
pretty sure Claude Monet’s “Nymphéas” is pretty 
close to the top of the list. The world-famous paint-
ings (actually approximately 250 of them) are one the 
historical landmarks when it comes to popularization 
of water plants and how amazingly the simplest water 
feature can change any garden or terrace.

Claude Monet lived and worked for many years in 
the small village of Giverny (500 souls currently live 
there), 75 km (45 miles) north west of Paris. As a 
consequence, diving into Monet’s legacy naturally 
brings most people to “Ile-de-France”, the busy region 
surrounding Paris, France. This is precisely where the 
2019 IWGS Symposium hosting team, led by mem-
bers of the IWGS European chapter, the European 
Waterlily and Lotus Association (EWLA), propose to 
start our annual gathering. 

Paris, “City of Light” for a double reason: its role 
as a key intellectual center during the “Siècle des 
Lumières” (Enlightment period, late 17th to late 
18th century), primarily, and its early adoption of 
street lighting. As the capital of France, Paris is well 
equipped with significant transportation “hubs”: Paris 
“Charles de Gaulle” International Airport, and several 
International bullet train stations well connected to 
London, Frankfurt, Barcelona, Geneva, Torino and 
more via the world-famous “TGV” (“Train à Grande 
Vitesse”, High-Speed Train), running at 300 to 360 
kph (180 to 220 mph).

A short one-and-a-half-hour ride to Giverny will al-
low us to discover Monet’s house, garden and now 
Museum, in addition to the paintings visible in Paris 
itself at the Orangerie Museum. The garden especially, 
of course, is a dazzling and immense piece of water 
gardening magic, now under the greatest care by an 
experienced team of gardeners who we’ll be able to 
meet with.

Another, more modern, piece of magic, the afore-
mentioned TGV, will then comfortably bring us in 
a bit more than 3 hours to the city of Agen (famous 
for its prunes), headed towards the other “root” of 
Monet’s legacy: the nursery whose creations trig-
gered his absolute passion for Nymphaeas. Enshrined 
in the little river village of Le-Temple-sur-Lot (1000 
inhabitants nowadays), the nursery created by Joseph 
Bory Latour-Marliac in 1875 is still there, extremely 
well preserved, and continues its development. It is in 
this very site, one of the birthplaces of contemporary 
water gardening in Europe, that we will stay to share 
our passion of water gardening in 2019. Home of the 
educational sessions, the Latour-Marliac nursery will 
be our home for roughly two days of keynotes, pre-
sentations and panel discussions. Neighboring gardens 
and site visits (including fantastic water gardens) will 
of course be offered for companions, and for those 
who may want to get some time away of the confer-
ence rooms.
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Once full of newly acquired and shared knowledge, 
we will be heading towards southwestern France’s 
most vibrant and most famous city: Bordeaux! Per-
haps better known than the city itself, Bordeaux wines 
have been a global hit for as long as our generations 
can remember. Quite naturally, we couldn’t be on 
our way to Bordeaux without some wine tasting, and 
we’re pretty sure you’ll enjoy visiting one or two win-
eries and tasting some of their extraordinary produc-
tion right there. But Bordeaux is also home to at least 
two other wonders: its botanical garden, with a great 
aquatic section, and… French cuisine! France has two 
proper capitals of gastronomy and these are Lyon and 
Bordeaux, therefore we couldn’t help sharing at least 
one with you, and we couldn’t dream of a better loca-
tion for our gala dinner!

For some of you, Bordeaux might be the end of this 
already fantastic journey, and another TGV will bring 
you back to Paris on your way home (or more Europe-
an adventures!). But perhaps you’ll want a bit more… 
and we thought about it. We know some of you may 
be coming a looooooong way to join us, therefore we 
have prepared an “extended” option just for you.

This extension will bring us to another world-famous 
part of France: the French Riviera. On the Mediter-
ranean coast in the southeastern part of France, only a 
short one hour flight away from Bordeaux, next to the 
Italian border, Nice is the capital city of the Riviera.
Next door to Menton (famous for its orange and lemon 
trees), Cannes, Saint-Tropez and Monaco (do I really 
need to present these?), the Riviera is not only a jet-
setter destination, it is also home to some of Europe’s 
most luxurious gardens, thanks to a very favorable 
climate and prestigious landlords. We are proposing 
you a unique guided tour of these exclusive gardens 
over two days, some of which will open just for us, 
where water features and aquatic plants are playing a 
key role.

We couldn’t help putting a little focus around the Lo-
tus for this part of the trip, with so many of them being 
presented in our selection of gardens, but also thanks 
to the presence of some experts and specialized nurs-
eries in the area. This will make it a great educational 
supplement as well.

The last of this 3-days extension will most likely bring 
us to Aix-en-Provence, the “Little Paris” of Provence, 
before we head back towards Paris or a destination 
of your choice from neighboring Marseille Provence 
International Airport or TGV station (1-hour flight/3-
hour bullet train to Paris, and a large number of inter-
national flights direct from there).

Amazing, right? The European Waterlily and Lotus 
Association team is thrilled to welcome our friends 
and colleagues from all other the world, to share with 
you France’s and Europe’s incredible legacy and con-
tribution to the history of water gardening, in the past, 
present and future!

Come and meet with our breeders, nurserymen, col-
lectors, and more importantly the passionate European 
aficionados, to share and explore together.

The 2019 Symposium of the International Waterlily 
and Water Gardening Society, hosted by its European 
Chapter, the European Waterlily and Lotus Associa-
tion, will take place around August 21st -29th 2019 
(final program pending) in France. We are looking 
forward to meeting all of you there!

About the Author
Nicolas Long is an European Waterlily and Lotus 
Association board member He can be reached at 
nick@trinoma.net.
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Symposium Wrap-up 2
San Angelo, Texas, USA
by Anthony Archer-Wills   

Those who were unable to attend this year’s IWGS 
missed a treat. The whole program ran like a dream 
thanks to the hard work put in by all the organizers. 

A well-considered range of speakers provided wisdom 
and inspiration on a range of related subjects. Not one 
yawn or snore emanated from the attentive and enthu-
siastic audience. We were all lapping up the images 
of crystal clear ponds and luscious waterlily blooms. 
There was enough scientific fact and propagation ad-
vice to satisfy the serious growers and certainly make 
my head go round and round.

One could say that the waterlilies stole the show. 
When we arrived in the evening, the weather was un-
settled and it seemed to have this effect on the plants. 
The Day Bloomers had all but closed and the Night 
Bloomers were reluctant to open. Then the first of the 
magic occurred with Nymphaea lotus var. dentata sud-
denly spreading her wings and opening in minutes as 
we watched transfixed. 

The next morning, it seemed that few jaws failed to 
drop at the sight before us. The tanks were a profusion 
of blooms, both Night and Day. Every color was out 
on display. The great N. ’Blue Cloud’ seemed to smile 
majestically over the other beauties and it was hard 
to pick a favorite. This display was testament to the 
dedication and perseverance of the breeders to whom 
we all owe a great debt of thanks. We must thank those 
from China, Australia, and United States of America 
for enriching our lives with so much splendor.
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Symposium Wrap-up 3
San Angelo, Texas, USA
Photo Collage

Left to right in the back - Yuchu Chen, Cuiwei Yu, Kelly Billing, Zijun Li, Lei Xie, Shu-Juan Li
Left to right in the front - Kathy Cahill, Nopchai Chansilpa

Deb Spencer and Ken Langdon

Juanita Wright, Wayne Davis, Ginger Sokol, and Gary Jones

Wayne Wilder, Angie Wilder, and Tim Davis.
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Jacklyn Rodman, John Sou, Kathy Cahill and Lloyd LightseyJacklyn Rodman, John Sou, Kathy Cahill and Lloyd LightseyJ

Group shot at Lilyfest.

David Curtright, Lei Xie, Lorenzo Fernandez, 
and Lloyd Lightsey.
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Hall of Fame Award 
N. Nopchai Chansilpa 
by Kelly Billing, with special thanks to Paula Biles, 
Primlarp Chukiatman, Carlos Magdalena and 
Larry Nau

Dr. Nopchai Chansilpa’s career began with a dislike 
of waterlilies. As a child he was asked by an elemen-
tary school teacher about the color of waterlilies. He 
answered yellow and blue. The teacher responded that 
he was stupid, and lilies only come in pink and white. 
You see at that time waterlilies and lotus were con-
sidered the same species. In his country they are both 
referred to as Bua which still carry that name but are 
also recognized now by two different names to segre-
gate them. 

Later in high school he had a teacher that had a pic-
ture in the classroom of a waterlily that was actually 
a lotus. His experience with lilies at home led to him 
correcting the teacher and again he was scolded that 
he was mistaken even though the teacher was wrong. 
He had learned a little about growing waterlilies 
because his father had one at home in a small pond. 
Nopchai decided to add fighting fish. The fighting fish 
needed more cover to protect them from being eaten 
by the robins so he added Water Lettuce and some 
Cabomba. The new plants grew so well they didn’t al-
low the waterlily to bloom. His dismayed father said if 
he was going to keep the fish the waterlily had to still 
bloom. 

During his later education. Much of his studies fo-
cused on plant pathology, potato leaf roll virus and 
beet western yellows virus, but that is not where his 
true passion was to be found. Dr Chansilpa loves 
plants. Hundreds of unique plants from Thailand, 
China, and the rest of the world surround his home 
and fill his laboratories at Rajamangala University of 
Technology where he was a member of the faculty of 
Agriculture.

After college, he resumed his work with waterlilies. 
His mother tended the waterlilies at home and they 
had mainly Marliac hybrids in Thailand. 

He began to notice that just the tropical waterlilies set 
seed and it made him curious. His goal became that he 
be the first person to create new “hardy” waterlilies in 
Thailand. The challenge became his personal interest 

because he knew it was not possible anywhere in the 
world. People said it couldn’t be done.

In his thirties, he tried it for almost two years and 
failed. So what he did was collect all the pollen from 
many different plants and observed it under the micro-
scope. He figured out that very few hardies had good 
pollen. Most had mis-formed pollen. When the pollen 
is mis-formed it cannot be used for cross pollination. 
The answer lay in collecting the pollen from the spe-
cies of Thailand .

It is our good fortune that his heart lies in the creation 
of new waterlily and lotus cultivars. It is said that he is 
the most “all around master.” Some are great at hardy 
lilies, some are great at tropicals, others with Austra-
lians, intersubgenerics, or night bloomers. And there 
are still others that focus on lotus. But Nopchai is a 
true “all terrain” hybridizer. You name it, he excels at 
it, all types, mini, large, few petals, many petals, cut 
flowers. Say a color, he has one…There is even a great 
Nopchai plant for any climate in the world. He has 
numerous award-winning and notable creations.

There is nothing willy-nilly about his hybrids. Al-
though he has created over 500 varieties, his standards 
are extremely high, his patience persistent. He is in-
quisitive. He studies how nature works and applies it. 
He has spent decades studying hybridization, testing 
crosses, and thoroughly assessing results. Only those 
that perform the best in all areas get named, if at all. 
His final hybrids have been meticulously and scientifi-
cally crafted.

Professor Chasilpa is a dedicated educator, greatly 
respected and adored by his ever increasing cadre of 
educated graduates. 
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Dr. Chansilpa is a renowned speaker about aquatic 
plants, in high demand throughout Thailand, China, 
and the rest of the world. 

Ambassador Chansilpa spreads good will, aquatic 
botanical knowledge, and friendship around the globe, 
because people are drawn to his quiet, yet deep, per-
sonality and willingness to share his knowledge.

He is humble and modest, always acknowledging the 
contributions of others ahead of his own. A credit to 
the kind of person he is. The kind of man that does not 
have words big enough to describe him. 

Carlos Magdalena summarized by saying; a genius, 
prolific breeder, who has the curiosity of a child at 
the prospect of a new plant in the post or in the mak-
ing yet with the experienced judging of someone who 
has seen them all. A combination of beauty, science, 
know-how, know-who, and constant passion makes 
him outstanding. 

Paula Biles said, “Dr Nopchai Chansilpa is a master, 
guru, expert, friend, and inspiration. We are eager to 
see what he will accomplish in the decades to come.”

He is now the director of Thailand’s only Waterlily 
and Lotus Institute. As he approaches official retire-
ment, he will have more time to dedicate to his cre-
ations in the new facility at the University. The large 
glasshouse and outdoor display areas are in addition 
to the large nursery. He is excited at the prospect and 
anticipates needing more room. He has a magnificent 
research building, exhibition rooms, research labs,
as well as conference and meeting rooms. It is his 
conception and design for the whole compound. And 
the icing on the cake is groundbreaking micropropaga-

tion. Something that was not so long ago considered 
impossible. He will have plenty of time for dreaming 
and making miracles. 

We all have much to look forward to from this hybrid-
izing wonder. Thank you, Professor Chansilpa. Your 
work, your kindness, and your heartfelt passion have 
been an inspiration to me and many others. It is with 
deep appreciation that I induct you into the IWGS Hall 
of Fame.
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Hall of Fame Award 
Tish Folsom
by Susan Davis and Rolf Nelson

Longtime IWGS member Tish Folsom was inducted 
into the IWGS Hall of Fame at the 2018 San Angelo, 
Texas Symposium in recognition of her many years of 
service to the International Waterlily & Water Garden-
ing Society.

The IWGS Hall of Fame award is presented to those 
who have made significant contributions to the field of 
water gardening, aquatic plants and the furtherance of 
the Society’s purposes. 

Rolf Nelson, a 2010 inductee into the IWGS Hall of 
Fame, said of Tish “It takes a special person to con-
stantly give of themselves to an organization to ensure 
its success. For the IWGS, that special person is Tish 
Folsom. She has consistently shared her passion for 
water gardening both in her business (Springdale Wa-
ter Gardens in Greenville, VA) and more significantly 
for us, the IWGS. Since 2002, when Tish joined the 
board as Treasurer, she has also served as Vice Presi-
dent, President, Executive Director, and in her current 
role as Accountant. Tish understands the goals of the 
Society intimately and freely shares her knowledge 
and talents with all board members, committees and 
Symposium Chairs. She is affectionately known as 
‘The Glue’ to all those working with her, and when-
ever there is any question that needs an answer, their 
collective mantra is ‘Ask Tish.’ ” 

Tish and her husband Keith are members of an ex-
clusive club within the IWGS—members who have 
donated their time, treasure, and talents in hosting a 
Symposium (the wonderful 2008 IWGS Symposium 
held in Richmond, VA). I had the extreme pleasure 
of working with Tish during the 2018 San Angelo 
Symposiums. Tish’s firsthand experience and years of 
assisting other symposium chairs gave invaluable in-
sights on how to handle a successful Symposium. Her 
value to the success of the Society is incalculable. 

Former IWGS president Jim Purcell commented that, 
“Tish has been a crucial unifying force in our Society 
for the last two decades. She has actively served the 
Society in one position or another through good times 
and lean times, through administrations of varying lev-
els of Board activity. Tish has been the primary mem-

ber responsible for handling and accounting for the 
societies finances. She has assisted the organizers of 
each Symposium, and even hosted one in Virginia. We 
tend to honor the hybridizers of the waterlily world, 
who are seen as the rock stars. But this Society would 
not still exist if not for people like Tish, and probably 
if not for Tish herself—it is time we acknowledged an 
unsung rock star.”
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Do-It-Yourself
Mosquito Trap Water Garden
by Kathy Jentz

Mosquitos can make gardening outside miserable. 
To cut down on their population, make a few of these 
“traps” for them to lay their eggs in. This won’t kill 
existing mosquitos, but it will eliminate some of the 
next generations by diverting their egg-laying activi-
ties.

1. Select a water-holding container and fill it with rain 
water. 

2. Add Mosquito Bits® or a Mosquito Dunks®. (Bits 
will need to be replaced weekly, while the Dunk 
should last about a month.)  Note that Mosquito Bits/
Dunks conatin BTI, a bacteria toxic only to mosquito 
larvae, which is not harmful to people, wildlife, plants, 
fish, or pets.(Note: BTI retail sale is not approved in 
some countries)

3. Add chopped up grass or a few weeds to the water 
and stir. Studies show the mosquitos are more at-
tracted to breed in water with a bit of plant decay in 
it, rather than totally clear water or very dirty water. 
(Who knew they were so picky!?!)

4. Add a decorative element to the water garden. You 
can put in floating water plants like Water Lettuce or 
Water Hyacinth. You could add stones or pebbles, if 
it is a clear or shallow container. You can even float 
attractive cut flowers in it like this gorgeous example 
from Chanticleer Garden in Wayne, PA, USA.

About the Author
Kathy Jentz is editor of the Water Garden Journal. 
She can be reached at kathyjentz@aol.com.
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