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In Memoriam
Richard Gallehawk
By Charles Overton, Herefordshire, UK
“Running a waterlily nursery is a young man’s 
game”—so said Richard Gallehawk to me, when he 
was 56 and I was just a little younger and working at 
Latour-Marliac… yet Richard, although unwell for 
some years recently, was still hard at it until just a few 
days before his death at the age of 79 in September 
2024.
   I first met Richard in the late 1980s. I had ordered 
some plants and he delivered them 160 miles in person 
and refused to accept payment for them, such was his 
kindness and generosity towards a fellow enthusiast.
Richard’s absolute passion was waterlilies. Growing 
them, selling them, hybridizing them, and showing 
them. Much of his interest and knowledge had been 
acquired as a young man at Newlake Gardens in Sur-
rey under the guidance of Sidney Grubb. Grubb had 
trained at the famous ‘Perry’s of Enfield’, and became 
a lifelong friend and mentor to Richard. 
   Richard set up Town and Rural Landscapes in Sur-
rey/Sussex in the 1970s, and in the 1980s founded 
Dorset Water Lily Company (DWL), moving to the 
current nursery at Halstock at the end of the ’80s. 
Richard’s lilies were always of good quality, and he 
took great care over the provenance and naming of 
varieties.
   As the company grew, his plants were sold in nurser-
ies and garden centres all across the UK as far as Ab-
erdeenshire, Scotland. Richard often made the Scot-
tish deliveries himself leaving home in the very early 
hours in a lorry loaded down with crates of plants. 
   At his funeral, former members of his staff remem-
bered working with Richard and told amusing stories 
with great fondness …” You could not help but to 
admire Richard’s sheer dedication, drive, and passion 
for his DWL business. His love for his display stands 
at the Royal Horticultural Society shows at Hampton 
Court and Malvern were his ultimate passion and part 
of his social gathering; getting his faithful friends and 
past colleagues together for the DWL experience. The 
shows kept us all on our toes and the great Dorset 
Water Lily chain-gang would leap into action to build 
stunning displays and provide Richard with great 
looking stock.”

   Dorset Water Lily Co. won awards for their gardens 
at the prestigious Hampton Court Flower Show over 
a number of years, achieving a gold medal and the 
Tudor Rose award for the best water garden display in 
2006.
   Richard produced several hybrid waterlilies of his 
own, some achieving Awards of Merit at RHS Shows 
(e.g. ‘Geisha Girl’, ‘Millennium Pink’, ‘Excalibur’). 
He was also on the panel of judges for the IWGS New 
Waterlily Competition for many years. 
   James Allison noted “The waterlily world has lost 
one of its great characters,” and Kelly Billing wrote “I 
am so grateful for having his brilliant influence over 
the years. This industry has the ability to create instant 
friendships and some of them sparkle above the rest. 
He was without question one of those gems.”

Richard Gallehawk on his 2004 RHS Hampton Court Show Garden.

The show-winning display at the RHS Hampton Court Show 2006.


