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Hall of Fame 2025
Kelly Billing
By Susan Davis
On August 15, 2025, Kelly Billing was inducted into 
the IWGS Hall of Fame. Congratulations, Kelly! As 
they say, “You’ve come a long way, Baby!” I don’t 
know a more step-up/can-do/engaged and advocating 
crusader for our water gardening industry.

I remember in our early gardening days, a Kansas City 
gardening friend, Jim Waddick, gave us a bare lotus 
tuber. We planted it in a laundry basket lined with a 
garbage bag, filled with dirt (mud?) from our garden, 
and we were off and running, Deb doing the “deep 
dive” on what would become our life focus for years 
to come.

She found a little ad in one of the horticulture maga-
zines by Maryland Aquatics and…we made a call.

I remember Kelly was the young woman who most of-
ten answered the phone there, and always, with grace 
and kindness, had an answer for us on all sorts of the 
simplest of water garden questions:
• How to overwinter our Lotus, and an umbrella palm 
we found at a nearby nursery
• How to have blooming waterlilies for our local Feb-
ruary garden show
• Where to find books on aquatic plants, water garden-
ing in general, and many more...

I remember when the IWGS visited Washington, DC, 
in 1998. We were invited to come to lunch and tour 
Maryland Aquatic Nursery.

I remember the bus parking, the driver opening the 
door …and the anticipation, excited to finally meet our 
phone friend!—and then we heard her voice—YES! It 
was Kelly Billing, OUR MENTOR, there to greet & 
welcome us into her world!

Bonus? We got to sit with Kelly at lunch and get to 
know her a bit!

Kelly’s contributions to the world of water gardening 
and to the IWGS are numerous!

To mention just a few…
• She spent the better part of 32 years of industry 
development and research at Maryland Aquatic Nurs-
eries.
• In 2008, she and cohort Paula Biles wrote the won-
derful book, “The Lotus–Know It and Grow It.”
• In 2015, she began serving on the IWGS Board of 
Directors.
• She continues to help with the Water Garden Jour-
nal, both contributing articles and helping with content 
editing.
• She compiled the Aquatic Plant Regulated & Inva-
sive Species list for the nursery trade here in the U.S, 
and voluntarily maintained it for many years.
• In 2018, she became an independent business owner, 
creating Water Becomes a Garden, focusing on ap-
propriate use of aquatic plants to enhance the beauty 
and improve the water quality in water features every-
where.
• She is always happy to speak, demonstrate, and rep-
resent the IWGS at garden events around the world.

And all of the hard work and research Kelly has done 
regarding natural filtration, pond design and mainte-
nance in both backyard and natural ponds and lakes, 
and so much more!

IWGS President Suzanne Boom (at right) presenting Kelly Billing (at left) with 
her Hall of Fame Award at the 2025 IWGS Symposium. Photo by Kathy Jentz.


